
 
Wiesbaden Elementary School  

SAC Meeting Minutes  
January 12, 2026 | 3:00 – 4:30 pm | Computer Lab 

 
1. Welcome/Meeting Norms (3 minutes) 

●​ Meeting called to order at 3:03 pm by SAC Chair 
●​ Committee members in attendance: 

○​ Martha Campbell - Chair 
○​ Daphne Townzen - Vice Chair 
○​ Erin Kempen - Secretary 
○​ JeNN Casas - Parent representative 
○​ Courtney Foist - Parent representative 
○​ Elizabeth Bishop - Teacher representative 
○​ Rachel Plucker - Teacher representative 
○​ Netra Harwell - School Principal/Admin representative 

 
2. Reports:  

●​ SAC Chair:  
○​ Recap of 7 January IAC meeting: 

■​ Contract discussions are still ongoing for new ASACS position, no new 
updates 

■​ During the previous government shutdown, AAFES offered free and 
reduced lunch to all families; families who previously wouldn’t qualify 
could submit a request for free and reduced lunch during that time. Since 
the shutdown has ended, it’s unclear if and when that service has 
stopped, and if and when families will be notified that their accounts have 
been adjusted back to pre-shutdown status. WES asked for further 
clarification. 

●​ Parents should track kids’ lunch usage and check their AAFES 
account (may be receiving a bill if kids are still thinking they’re 
getting free and reduced but may be back-charged) 

●​ Original instructions were that AAFES would automatically revert 
back after shutdown; some families accounts have reverted back 
to pre-shutdown, and some families accounts are still receiving 
free and reduced 
 

●​ Principal:  
○​ Math School-wide Data Share-Out: 

 
Areas of Focus: Standards with Grade-Level Performance Below 70% 
Based on results from the most recent mathematics assessment, the following 
standards represent areas where student performance fell below 70%. This data 
will be used to guide instructional planning and targeted interventions. 
Grade 1 
●​ Students demonstrated challenges in foundational addition concepts, 
particularly with multi-addend problems and properties of operations. 

 



 
●​ Represent and solve word problems with three add-ins 
●​ Apply the commutative property of addition when solving problems 

Grade 2 
Performance data indicate gaps in multi-step reasoning and place value 
understanding. 
●​ Solve two-step word problems 
●​ Use place value to compare numbers 
●​ Demonstrate understanding of hundreds 

Grade 3 
Numbers and Operations in Base Ten emerged as a significant area of need. 
●​ Round numbers to the nearest hundred 
●​ Estimate to subtract and estimate differences 
●​ Add within 1,000 
●​ Subtract within 1,000 
●​ Relate multiplication and division 

Grade 4 
Students experienced difficulty with word problems involving comparison and 
multi-step reasoning. 
●​ Solve comparison word problems using multiplication 
●​ Solve comparison word problems using division 
●​ Solve multi-step word problems 
●​ Use place value to compare numbers 

Grade 5 
Assessment results show challenges in decimal operations and spatial 
reasoning. 

●​ Represent decimals in multiple ways 
●​ Represent addition and subtraction of decimals 
●​ Represent subtraction of decimals 
●​ Determine the volume of composite figures 

  
○​ Reading: all students are taking end of quarter assessments in reading and 

writing 
■​ Kindergarten ELA assessments have the option to be on paper moving 

forward, grades 1-5 are online  
 

3. Old Business: 
●​ Update on current status of executive order implementation 

○​ Principal received the following statement from DoDEA in response to her 
request for an update on Information Center resources (ie. books) removed from 
circulation: 

■​ “DoDEA is complying with an October 20, 2025, order issued by the 
United States District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, Alexandria 
Division. The Court issued a partial Preliminary Injunction Order requiring 
that all resources under review be restored at the following five schools: 

 



 
Crossroads Elementary School, Barsanti Elementary School, Aviano 
Middle High School, Sollars Elementary School, and Edgren Middle High 
School. DoDEA’s review of Information Center resources is still ongoing.  
Following completion of the review, all resources found to be in 
compliance with Executive Orders will be returned to circulation. DoDEA 
always welcomes feedback from parents of students in the DoDEA school 
system.” 

○​ The principal was also informed by DoDEA that the previous guidance about 
cultural heritage months still stands; the school can focus celebrations on 
accomplishments of individual people, not specifically tied to culture. 

○​ SAC chair also asked DoDEA for the reason(s) the review remains ongoing and 
the final list of books that are removed once the review is completed; the chair 
has not received a response 

●​ Update on Back-to-School Subcommittee  
○​ Held first subcommittee meeting on Friday, Jan 9th: 

■​ Focused on first week of school support 
■​ Need community involvement - will put info in newsletter re: next 

committee planning meeting and potentially in class teacher emails 
 

4. New Business:  
●​ (Goal #2) Technology Use - questions were submitted by the community regarding 

use of technology in the classroom: 
○​ Does the school’s use of technology align with current understanding of child 

development? What specific data supports DoDEA’s policy around technology 
integration? 

■​ Cited in a parent submission, research findings from a recent New York 
Times opinion essay by Jonathan Haidt, “The Screen That Ate Your 
Child’s Education,” were shared by the SAC Chair, specifically: 

●​ A research study found the amount of daily use of digital devices 
negatively correlated with 4th grade scores on a reading 
comprehension test 

●​ A 2018 meta-analysis found that reading on paper, compared with 
reading digitally, led to significantly better comprehension among 
students, from elementary school to college 

●​ In a study across 24 students, college students who took 
handwritten notes were 58% more likely to get A’s than those who 
typed notes on laptops 

■​ The principal shared the following response: 
●​ “Thank you for the opportunity to again discuss our approach to 

technology integration, student development, and digital 
responsibility. Technology is an essential component of instruction 
across all DoDEA schools. Students leverage technology to take 
an active role in choosing, achieving, and demonstrating 
competency in their learning goals, informed by the learning 
sciences.” 

○​ Is there information available to parents about DoDEA’s policies around 
technology integration? 

 



 
■​ The principal shared the following response: 

●​ “Technology use is aligned to DoDEA College and Career Ready 
Standards (CCRS at https://www.dodea.edu/education/curriculum) 
and the International Society for Technology in Education) Student 
Standards (ISTE at https://iste.org/standards). These standards 
ensure that digital tools are used to support critical thinking, 
communication, creativity, and responsible citizenship—not 
passive screen time. All DoDEA-approved curricula include online 
instructional supports; however, these supports are intended to 
enhance—not replace—direct instruction, hands-on learning, and 
teacher-guided activities.” 

○​ What is the balance between online and handwritten tasks? 
■​ The principal shared the following response: 

●​ “DoDEA classrooms use a blended learning model that 
intentionally balances online instructional resources, handwritten 
and paper-based work, small-group instruction, and hands-on and 
collaborative learning. Teachers determine when technology is 
used based on instructional purpose, developmental 
appropriateness, and student needs. Technology is used when it 
supports learning objectives, enhances engagement or access, 
provides differentiation or accommodations, and allows for 
assessment or feedback. Technology is not used simply to fill time 
or replace traditional instruction.” 

●​ Some assessments are required to be online; parents can request 
to have their child opt out of the DoDEA Cumulative Assessment 
System (DCAS) given to students (their request will be reviewed 
by DoDEA’s student support team and with parent input a 
determination of need will be made). 

●​ Teacher representatives shared a few ways that the online 
curricular supports are used: for math and ELA, the online 
programs can provide individual data to teachers 

○​ Each grade level has Core Differentiation time in which 
teachers can use the data to pull kids into small groups 

○​ A lot of the math work is done on paper during the 
instruction, with quick assessment done online, so 
teachers can monitor work  

●​ Principal encouraged parents to reach out to their child’s grade 
level teacher to ask about amount of screen time in their specific 
classroom. 

○​ Is There a Monitoring Program in Place? If So, How Does It Work and Who 
Manages It? 

■​ The principal shared the following response: 
●​ “As school leadership, an instructional monitoring plan is in place 

and applies to both traditional instruction and technology use in 
classrooms. This includes classroom walkthroughs and 
observations, intentional planning and curriculum pacing 
conducted weekly and during quarterly full-day sessions, use of 

 

https://www.dodea.edu/education/curriculum
https://iste.org/standards


 
DoDEA-approved assessment data (paper or online when paper is 
an option), and teacher LWT conferences and participation in 
Focus Collaboration Sessions. Our goal is to ensure that 
technology is used appropriately, effectively, and in a manner that 
supports student development, academic achievement, and 
classroom rigor. Teachers continuously adjust instruction based on 
observation and data review, and we hold ourselves accountable 
to DoDEA’s instructional expectations and child-centered 
standards.” 

■​ Parents asked if there is a specific computer monitoring program to track 
kids’ misuse or off task behavior. The principal stated that DoDEA uses 
Lightspeed Systems as an edtech computer monitoring program; it is 
monitored by the principal and at the district level. 

●​ Parents requested more information about Lightspeed: what is the 
program used for? How is it used?  

●​ SAC Chair will send a follow-up email to school administration 
requesting more information about the computer monitoring 
program, specifically: can student screen time be tracked? Can 
teachers lock content on students’ computers that is not related to 
the assigned task? 

○​ What happens when technology misuse is detected? 
■​ The principal shared the following response: 

●​ “When misuse occurs, it is addressed through DoDEA’s Student 
Rights and Responsibilities and progressive discipline framework. 
Responses are developmentally appropriate and may include 
teaching and re-teaching digital citizenship expectations, loss of 
technology privileges, parent notification, restorative 
conversations, and administrative consequences when 
necessary.” 

 
●​ (Goal #1) Communication  

○​ Parent submission was received stating that the WES online calendar is not 
always up to date with school events and school holidays 

■​ Need to add the Feb 9th ‘no school’ date to online school calendar 
■​ Admin response:  

●​ School calendar can only contain school-sponsored events; check 
PTO website and social media for PTO-sponsored events 

●​ Reading night/math night may be coming in the 3rd quarter 
●​ Handwriting curriculum 

○​ A question was submitted by a parent about the existing handwriting curriculum - 
last year, PTO approved funding for a teacher grant for supplemental handwriting 
curricular materials, and the approval was left with the administration to approve. 
The parent was requesting a follow-up to this action, specifically because some 
parents have ongoing concerns about their children’s handwriting.  

■​ The principal shared the following response: 
●​ “Benchmark Advance curriculum includes handwriting 

components that support RF5 handwriting standards. Teachers 

 



 
are encouraged to work with administration if this adopted material 
is not meeting student needs based on student performance, not 
preference. DoDEA has approved one supplemental resource.” 

■​ Parents asked about the supplemental resource: Handwriting Without 
Tears can be used by grade levels, but at cost to teacher or can be 
purchased by PTO. Teachers can submit an ELF grant to the PTO for 
funding. 

■​ Due to the issue being on the agenda only for the administration to 
provide background on the issue from last year and parents to raise their 
concerns, the SAC chair recommended conducting a survey of teachers 
to assess their opinions of the current curriculum’s effectiveness to 
determine whether SAC discussion is warranted.  

5. Open Forum  
●​ Parent shared her positive experience as a 3rd grade volunteer helping with 

guided reading groups; encouraged others to volunteer 
●​ Parent shared that they are not told ahead of time if/when kids are going to 

another school on campus (ie. to middle school for a performance); they 
requested advance notice if this will be happening 

●​ Parent shared concern about icy morning conditions and lack of salt on the 
sidewalks at arrival; the school has reached out to the person responsible for the 
salting and maintenance contract and will request PWS (Performance Work 
Statement) for contracting company. They also encouraged parents to submit 
ICE complaints if the issue is ongoing. 

 
6. Closing/Next Steps  

●​ IAC meeting dates: include in meeting minutes: April 22nd at 3 pm at WES 
●​ Will share next two meeting dates in the upcoming school newsletter 
●​ Meeting called to an end at 4:50 pm by SAC chair 

 
 
 
 

 


